CHAPTER XIII

THE DISPERSION OF THE UNAUTHOR-
ISED RELIGIOUS ORDERS

Whave endeavoured to show that the
Catholic Church of France has never
had more earnestness in its priesthood,
more culture and humanitarianism in its life,
than now.1 This can scarcely be said, however,
of the regular clergy, i. e., the members of mo-
nastic organisations, whose action has constantly
generated national storms. In 1900 there were,
in France, 1,663 orders of which 152 were for
men and 1,511 for women. The total member-
ship was 190,000,2 an increase of 130,000 since
the time preceding the French Revolution when
already they were considered a national burden.3
An examination of the Concordat and of the
Organic Articles leaves no doubt that the orders
were altogether excluded.*

1 See chapter IX.

2 Waldeek-Rousseau, Associations et congregations, p. iii.

* See Taine EL, Les origines de la France contemporaine, vol. I,
p, 17, et seq.

*Debidour A., Histoire des rapports de VEglise et de VEtat de
1789 a 1870, p. 220. Pere Du Lac admits that neither Napoleon
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